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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">likely as not to miss him and light upon his neighbour.<BR>Ship-money was quite another matter. It was<BR>proposed not as a casual but as an annual levy, and<BR>the only people who were excluded from its assessment<BR>were the poor cottagers who could show that by their<BR>daily toil they could do no more than keep body<BR>and soul together. Such exemptions were at the<BR>discretion of the tax-collector, frequently with very<BR>unsatisfactory results. It may be conceded that the<BR>Ship-money scheme was more equitable in design<BR>than the forced loans that were levied largely by<BR>caprice. But it was precisely because of its national<BR>basis that it made a far deeper impression on the<BR>people's mind than any taxation that had preceded<BR>it. Intoxicated with the apparent success of the<BR>experiment in arbitrary government, the King<BR>was now attempting to enjoy the advantages of<BR>what amounted to parliamentary machinery without<BR>parliamentary sanction. Had Ship-money been voted<BR>by Parliament, the method of its application would<BR>have been much the same as that which was now<BR>attempted by the King, Charles and his ministers<BR>had come to a pass in which they fondly believed that<BR>the sovereign word could take the place of a parlia- <BR>mentary vote, and that it could efficiently direct and<BR>control the life currents of the nation. The result<BR>of this effrontery was inevitable. For the first time<BR>the nation at large became fully conscious of what<BR>was going on, and the King was at last made to realise<BR>that he had gone a step too far.</FONT><BR>\
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